




(916) 323-1428 

Mr. DeanCobb, President 
Meiners Oaks Co. Water District 
202 West Bl Roblar 
Ojai, OA 93023 

Dear Mr. Cobb: 

Me ners Oaks Dam and Reservoir No. 768 

In our discussions with Mr. McWhirter concerning Meiners Oaks 
Dam,, he has presented a plan to alter the dam to nonjurisdic
tional size by modifying the existing outlet system to 
accommodate a design flood while maintt1tining the reservoir 
storage below 15 acre-feet. Based on the available information 
and. a field inspection of the dsm by Mr. Jacinto1 we have 
concluded that this proposal would not be an appropriate means 
to alter the dem to nonjurisdiet1onal eize. Experience has 
shown that the existing outlet conduit at only 12 inches in 
diameter is highly susceptible to clogging with the silt Bnd 
debris that could be expected to enter the outlet system. 
Referenaes supporting this conclusion can be found in various 
sources, including "Gated Outlet Appurtenances tor Earth Dams" 
by the V. s. Soil ConservAt1on Service, where a min1mwn pipe 
diameter of three feet is recommended under even the best 
conditions. 

We suggest that the District reconsider the more applic8ble 
plan to alter the dam to nonjuriedictional size proposed in 
your alteretion application of August 8, 1977. 

Sincerely1 

James J. Doody, Chief 
Division of Safety of Dams 

DAJacinto:cmb 

SURNAME 



State of C a lifornia 
The Resources Agency 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCE S 
DI VISION OF SA FE TY OF DAMS 

INSPECTION OF DAM AND RESERVOIR IN CERTIFIED STATUS 

Name of dam _ __ M_e_i_n_e_r_s __ O_a_k_s _______ Dam No. __ 7_6_8 ____ _ County Ventura 
Type of dam Earth Type of Spillway _ __,C"'-1...,.J ...... l~Y~e~r~t~, ____________ _ 
Water is ____ __._E~ill~P~t~Y~feet ______ spillway crest and _______ feet ______ dam crest. 

( above, below) ( above, below) 

Contacts made __ N_o_n_e ______ _ _ -----,------ --------------------:--------
Detail in question Periodic evaluation 
Action taken None required 

Remarks* 

The reservoir was empty as in previous inspections with the 
available information indicating no adverse conditions. 

Neither the owner or engineer have contacted the Division con 
cerning further proposals for the removal of the dam. 

Typed bY--~-----
Da te ____ ]........._/ ...,..3..,__1--'=8'--'-0"----_ 

cc for ________ _ 

DWR 1261 /Rev. 2/70 ) 

*Note any change in condition 
since last inspection such as: 
seepage; erosion; deterioration of 
materials; cracks; method of opera
tion; use of flashboards; etc. 

Inspection by DAJacint 
Date of inspection _1_2_/_6_/~~--.---,,.,..._ 
Date of report 12 / l / 

Photos taken? YesO NoGJ 



Stal e of Cali fo rnia 
The Resourc es Agency 

DEPARTME NT OF WA T ER RE SOU RCES 
DIVISION OF SAFETY OF DAMS 

INSPECTION OF DAM AND RESERVOIR IN CERTIFIED STATUS 

Name of da m Meiners Oaks Dam No. 768 County Ventura 
Type of dam earth Type of Spillway _ __._c ....... 1..._1].,__v.......,__e..L--r__..,t.'------------- --
Wate r is _ __ ~e=m..t,.;p'-1.tYy'---- feet _____ s pillway crest and ___ ___ fee t _____ dam crest. 

( a b o v e, be low) ( abov e , below) 

Con tacts made __ _JM.!.l.!e~s ~s..i.:r~s'--<,,..........,eM!.U,c~WIDL,hi..w..i..i.:r...J..t...i;;e;....J.r,.:..._,:;a;l...jn~du,.._~W~ad,l,...l.,b,.1-1r,-;ibJ,d~g"'-""es---------------
Detail in question _ _£AwJwt....ie:::...r~ai;U.,.t...t.i)...io~nL--J.t,...1,0J...-.,l.1.-e~s-w~~t"*h~a;!....j,n,!--,J.+. 1~1-,1,-r-d,,i,.,;;;Sµ.,d1:-::1. i"""'Crt1:1-:i=*="· O,:;;.nttaad:l:---..:Sr:,ic,-izar-1es---------~ 
Action taken ___ .u.S..t::e:...t:e:..........i;r..:...i;e~m.U(a;;1..,rJ.,:...k~s--------------------------

Remarks* 

A meeting was held with John McWhirter (a private en~ineer) and Tom 
Walbridge of the Meiners Oaks County Water District (MOCWD). Mr. 
McWhirter has recently completed an areal survey study to reevaluate 
the storage capacity of the existing reservoir. The contoured 
drawings and computations indicate that the dam impounds slightly over 
18 acre-feet, 3 acre-feet more than indicated in the earlier study. 
New area-capacity curves are to be forwarded to us in the near future . 

Mr. McWhirter suggested an alternative plan to that presently under 
application for the ·removal of the dam from jurisdiction. The District 
apparently feels the present plan is too expensive. The new plan would 
include removing approximately 15-feet off the top of the existing 
tower and installing a trashrack over the opening. Also, plots would 
be cut into the side of the tower for the upper ten feet. The tower 
would then drain any storm run-off through the 12-inch open outlet. 

I indicated that this method of removing the dam from State jurisdiction 
may be acceptable if it could be shown that the maximum reservoir storage 
was maintained to a near tn~ignificant level under design storm 
conditions. 

The trashrack should be large enough to prevent clogging and the slots 
in the tower up far enough from the reservoir bottom to eliminate an 
excessive amount of silt from entering the ·system. In addition it 
should be assumed that the diversion trench around the perimeter of the 
reservoir will not have significant effect reducing the drainage area. 

Typed by __ c_m_b __ .,..--,,...-
Date __ --=1..::.....0 '--'/l=-O;:;;,..,,/c..-7L-8'---
cc fo r ___ ____ _ 

DWR 1261 (Re v. 2/ 70) 

*Note any change in condition 
since last inspection such as: 
seepa g e ; e ros ion; deterioration of 
materials; cracks; method of opera
tion; use of flashboards; etc. 

Inspection by DAJacinto 
Date of inspection 10 / 4/78 
Date of report 10 /6/78 
Photos taken? YesO Not] 
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