
Board of Directors- Special Meeting

Prop 218 Public Hearing: Water Rates

Thursday, June 30, 2022

5:00 pm



Housekeeping Items…

• First, thank you for attending!

• All participants will be on mute to reduce background noise. 

• Have a question? Please use the “questions” section at anytime.  



Agenda
• Roll Call (Ward)
• Public Comments (Etchart) 
• What is a Prop 218 Hearing & Why Are We Here? (Etchart)
• Brief Overview of MOWD & Casitas (Etchart)
• Drought Status (Martinez)
• Allocation Program (Ward)
• District Capital Projects, Costs & Funding Sources (Martinez)
• Proposed Water Rates (Kentosh)
• Questions & Comments (Etchart)
• Adjournment (Etchart)



Public Comments

Right to be heard: Members of the public have a right to address the Board directly on any item of 
interest to the public that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board, provided that no action 
shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by 

subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2. 

Please Note: If you have comments on a specific agenda item, please add your comment or 
question in the “Question” feature on the virtual meeting. The Board President will call on you for 
your comments at the appropriate time, either before or during the Board’s consideration of that 

item. 



What is a Prop 218 Hearing?

• In November 1996, California voters passed Proposition 218, “The Right to Vote on 
Taxes Act.” This constitutional amendment protects taxpayers by limiting the methods by 
which local governments can create or increase taxes, fees and charges without 
taxpayer consent.

• As we propose to raise water rates, this action falls under the jurisdiction of Prop 218.



Prop 218 Protest Ballot Process

• Prop 218 notices and protest ballots were mailed to parcel owners of record with the 
Ventura County Assessor’s office on May 6, 2022. (Section 6(a)(1) of California constitution art. XIII d )

• Prop 218 notices and protest ballots were made available on the District website May 9, 
2022. http://meinersoakswater.com/water-rates/

• A total of 1,349 notices were mailed, if 51% protest the rate change, it would not pass.

• Protest ballots were due by end of business June 28, 2022. As of June 29, 2022, a total 
of 27 (0.02%) protest ballots were submitted.



About the District
Mission Statement

The mission of Meiners Oaks Water District and its staff is to produce and deliver a reliable and 
sustainable supply of water to meet the needs of the residents and properties and the community within its 

boundaries.

District History
• Since our formation in 1949, Meiners Oaks Water District has gone through some significant changes in 

demographics, population, housing, and system demand. Meiners Oaks Water District currently serves 
approximately 4,200 people through 1,280 connections and 19 miles pipelines, including domestic, 
commercial, and agricultural customers. We achieve this with 4 active wells, just over 1 million gallons 
of storage, and 2 booster stations to supply water to customers at higher elevations.

• The District delivers an average of 1.75-acre feet of water per day to its customers which is equal to 
572,203 gallons or 447 gallons per connection. In the summer months, that number can reach up to 
2.5-acre feet per day or 814,628 gallons.



Lake Casitas Formation & Relationship to MOWD

• The MOWD, like many in and around the Ojai Valley, relies solely on groundwater 
extraction.

• Lake Casitas was created in part to be a backup water source for groundwater pumpers
in the valley in time of drought. Lake Casitas is a reservoir that accumulates water from 
diversion and runoff of the Ventura River and other creeks.

• From the formation of the District in 1949 to 2014, MOWD had never needed to pull from
the lake to supply water for our customers. Since 2014 we have needed to get water
from Casitas every year, typically from mid-Summer to Fall or Winter, depending on 
rainfall needed to replenish our wells.



Drought Status

• Board of Directors declared a Stage 3 drought May 2016, due to a lack of rainfall and 
groundwater depletion.

• Lake Casitas (MOWD backup supplier) remains at less than 40% capacity, currently the 
Lake is at 32.9%.

• 2020-2021 is the driest year Ojai has had since 1906.

• Casitas anticipates Stage 4 drought conditions within 6 months & Stage 5 conditions this 
time next year, without a significant amount of rain.



Drought Status



Casitas Lake Levels



Allocation Program

• 2015 water allocations were largely based on historical water use.

• 2016 Eagle Aerial infrared fly-over parcel mapping.

• 2018 MOWD signed an MOU with Casitas (as our backup supplier) and agreed to adopt 
measures consistent with the Casitas WEAP. 

• December 2021 MOWD Allocation Program implemented, posted on District website.

• Classifications: Residential monthly allocations with seasonal variation, Ag & Commercial 
annual allocations (reset each July 1).

• Online tool to look up allocations: http://meinersoakswater.Com/customer-information/allocations-rates/

http://meinersoakswater.com/customer-information/allocations-rates/


District Capital Improvement Projects
• Replacement Treatment Plant

• New source water well

• Meiners Road booster station & backup generation upgrade

• Storage tank replacement

• Well #8 blending station 

• Wells # 4 & 7 backup chloramination

• Water main upgrade/replacement

• Advanced meter infrastructure - upgrade

• Office expansion



Estimated 10-yr Capital Expenses



Estimated Fiscal Reserves



Operating Costs

• Past 5 years:
• Contractors increased cost 30-50%

• Materials increased costs 60-70%

• Ways the District is working to control costs:
• Expanded contractor & vendor networks

• Minimization of staff overtime

• Improved inventory management

• Actively seeking grant funding



New Sources of Funding

• Partnership agreement with Watershed Progressive (Regina Hirsch) January 2022.

• Ventura County Resource Conservation District & CA Wildlife Conservation Board – Water 
Resiliency Regional Framework Project – Well 8 Nitrate Removal Feasibility Study 
(completed March 2022). Grant funding: $26,700 (MOWD cost-share $7,060).

• Wildlife Conservation Board VRIF-2 Planning Projects (applied Jan 2022): (3.1a) Waterwise 
for vulnerable communities & land resilience partnership (requested $158,000 w/$17,000 
cost-share); (3.1b) Alternative water sourcing for aquatic ecosystem health (requested 
$42,000 w/$5,000 cost-share); (3.1c) AMI metering for evaluation of streamflow 
enhancement (requested $57,897.57 w/$22,000 cost-share). Pending award.

• MOWD Grants Committee is actively monitoring Federal, State and Local grant 
opportunities.



Proposed New Water Rates



Proposed New Water Rates



Public Questions or Comments?

Thank you for attending!
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