
Agenda, Regular Board Meeting          August 15, 2023 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
District Office: 202 W. El Roblar Drive, Ojai, CA 93023 

JOIN BY COMPUTER: https://meet.goto.com/338068893 
DIAL-IN (US TOLL-FREE): 1 877 309 2073 
ACCESS CODE: 338-068-893 

If you require special accommodations for attendance at or participation in this meeting, 
please notify our office 24 hours in advance at (805) 646-2114.  

(Govt. Code Section 94594.1 and 94594.2 (a)) 

August 15, 2023, at 6:00 pm. 
1. Call meeting to order.

2. Roll call

3. Approval of the minutes: July 18, 2023, Regular Meeting

4. Public comment for items not appearing on the agenda

Right to be heard:  Members of the public have a right to address the Board directly on any item 
of interest to the public that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board, provided that no 
action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise 
authorized by subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2.    
Please Note:  If you have comments on a specific agenda item(s), please fill out a comment card 
or send a virtual “chat” note to the Board Secretary. The Board President will call on you for your 
comments at the appropriate time, either before or during the Board’s consideration of that item. 

Closed Session Agenda - Adjourn to Closed Session (Estimated 6:10 pm):  It is the intention of 
the Board of Directors to meet in Closed Session to consider the following items: 

5. Closed Session Items
a) The Board of Directors may hold a closed session to discuss the following items:

• CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—EXISTING LITIGATION
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Gov. Code § 54956.9)
Name of case: Santa Barbara Channelkeeper v. State Water Resources Control

Board, et al., Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. 
19STCP01176 

Regular Agenda (***Reconvene Regular Meeting, Estimated Time 6:15 pm***) 
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6. Financial matters 

Approval of Payroll and Payables from July 16, 2023, to August 15, 2023, in the amount  of: 
 

Payables – $  63,115.30 

 Payroll –  $  49,470.13 

 Total –           $112,585.43 

7. Board action and/or discussion  

a) Presentation by Hopkins Groundwater Consulting on Well Siting. (Martinez/C.Hopkins) – 
Attachment 
Recommended Action: Receive the presentation, and provide direction to staff and committee. 
 

b) Discuss Well 4a Redevelopment Project Assessment prepared by Hopkins Groundwater 
Consultants. (Martinez/C.Hopkins) – Attachment. 
Recommended Action: Discuss and provide direction to staff. 
 

c) Approve Resolution 20230815: Appointing Director and Alternate Director to the Board of 
Directors of the Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency Joint Powers 2023 -2024, replacing 
Director Etchart.(Etchart/Kentosh) - Attachment 
Recommended Action: Appoint a Director to replace Director Etchart on the UVRGA Board of 
Directors and approve Resolution 20230815. 
 

d) Approve responses to the Ventura County Grand Jury Report: Water Availablity for Wildfires in 
Ventura County. (Oakland/Martinez) – Attachments 
Recommended Action: Approved responses and authorize staff to submit the final documents 
to the VC Grand Jury. 
 

e) Approve application of the Artesian of Ojai’s MWAC refund request to purchase additional 
allocation from Casitas MWD based on MOWD allocation recommendation. (Martinez/Kentosh) 
– Attachments 
Recommended Action: Approve the use of the potential Artesian of Ojai’s MWAC fee refund of 
$58,055 to pay for the purchase of 2.37 AF from Casitas MWD, and refund in a lump sum the 
remaining balance to the Artesian. 
 

f)    Approve New Meters & Expansion of Services Policy Revision, Section L. Categories of Meters 
within MOWD, New Residential Meters for Empty Lots. (Martinez/Kentosh) – Attachment 
Recommended Action: Approve New Meters & Expansion of Services Policy revision regarding 
new residential meters for empty lots within MOWD, effective immediately. 
 

g) Approve New Meter Request with Allocation Recommendations for Pre-existing Empty Lot APN 
017-0-191-06. (Martinez/Kentosh) – Attachment 
Recommended Action: Approve New Meter Request and Committee allocation determinations. 
 

h) Approve MKN Associates Scope 1 Amendment 1 – DWSRF Grant Writing Services and CEQA 
not to exceed $74,574, increasing the total MKN Associates contract to $418,229. 
(Cooper/Martinez) – Attachments 
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Recommended Action: Approve MKN Associates Scope 1 Amendment 1 – DWSRF Grant 
Writing Services and CEQA FY23-24 budget $60,000 plus transfer of $15,000 from reserves for 
a not to exceed expense of $74,574. 
 

i)    Authorize budget amendment for District Office HVAC System replacement, 23-24 budget 
$10,000, requesting transfer of $10,000 from the Valve Replacement budget for an HVAC 
expense not to exceed $20,000, and approve HVAC contractor. (Martinez) – Attachments 
Recommended Action: Approve Air System Solutions to complete the HVAC replacement per 
the quote and approve the transfer of $10,000 from the Valve Replacement FY23-24 budget to 
the FY23-24 Office HVAC budget of $10,000 for HVAC expenses not to exceed $20,000. 
 

8. General Manager’s Report 
The Board will receive an update from the General Manager on District operations and 
maintenance. 

9. Board Secretary’s Report  
The Board will receive an update from the Board Secretary on District administrative and 
related matters. 

10. Board Committee Reports    

• Executive & Personnel Committee 

• Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency 

• Allocation, New Meters & Expansion of Services Committee 

• Budget & Rate Committee 

• Grants Committee 

• Emergency Management Committee 

• Treatment Plant Design Ad Hoc Committee  

11. Old Business  

• State Water update  

• Matilija Dam removal update 

12. Director Announcements/Reports 
 

13. Adjournment: The next scheduled Regular Board meeting is September 19, 2023 at 6:00 pm. 
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For this study, a review of geologic materials within the District was conducted using 
readily available geology maps and cross-sections prepared by others to inform our efforts. 
Excerpts from the various resources are included in Attachment C – Hydrogeological Maps and 
Cross-Sections and included as plates in this report.  These resources included: 

 State Water Resources Board, (SWRB, 1953), Publication of State Water
Resources Board, Bulletin No. 12, Ventura County Investigation

 Thomas W. Dibblee, Jr. (Dibblee, 1987), Geologic Map of The Matilija
Quadrangle, Ventura County, California (edited by Helmut E. Ehrenspeck),
Dibblee Foundation Map #DF-12

 Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, Inc. (DBSA, 2020), Geologic Analysis, Ventura
River Watershed

 Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency (UVRGA, 2022), Upper Ventura River
Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan

While utilizing these resources, we relied primarily on the geologic mapping of discrete 
geologic units shown on Plate 2 – Geologic Map, Interpretation by T.W. Dibblee Jr. (Dibblee, 
1987).  While others have mapped the geology in the study area, some are more generalized and 
tend to combine and not differentiate between formation materials.  One example is the reference 
to the Ojai Conglomerate (UVRGA, 2022) where it appears that all older alluvial deposits were 
combined into a single bedrock unit by mapping that was conducted by the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS, 2015). 

Well Site No. 1 

Potential Well Site No. 1 is located in the Kennedy Hydrogeologic Area of the Upper 
Ventura River Groundwater Basin (UVRGB) as defined in the Groundwater Management Plan 
(GMP), (UVRGA, 2022).  The geology that has historically supported well production in this reach 
of the river is the shallow coarse-grained alluvial deposits which are recharged primarily by surface 
flow in the Ventura River (River).  The Recent alluvium (stream channel deposits, mostly bolders, 
cobbles, gravel and sand) shown as (Qg) on Plate 2 and extends to a depth on the order of 60 feet 
in many reaches of the River.  With a water level depth historically reported at approximately 25 
feet, the aquifer saturated thickness is approximately 35 feet in the vicinity of Well Site No. 1. 

The well driller’s report for MOWD Well No. 2 (State Well No. 05N-23W-33B04) 
indicates the alluvium is underlain by a blue shale that is likely in the Cozy Dell Formation or the 
Coldwater Formation.  Others have speculated that it may be possible to drill a deep well into the 
bedrock with hopes of encountering the Coldwater Sandstone Formation, however as shown on 
Plate 2, the portion of the District’s property within the River flood plain predominantly overlies 
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shale formations that are unlikely to yield a quality or quantity of groundwater acceptable for 
District uses.  Any portion of the District property that overlies the Coldwater Sandstone (shown 
as Tcw) is within extremely steep topography unsuitable for well drilling or construction. 

Historical data indicate that the water quality from the shallow wells varies slightly 
between the wet and dry climatic periods that increase or decrease river flow rates.  Generally, the 
data indicate the groundwater complies with the secondary drinking water standard for total 
dissolved solids (TDS) of 1,000 milligrams per liter (mg/l), and ranges between 670 and 850 mg/l. 
Due to the distance between this potential well location and the river, the groundwater at this site 
would require treatment for potable water uses. 

Well production from this area along the river has historically ranged between 185 to 500 
gpm and generally fluctuates based on groundwater levels that are seasonally and climatically 
effected by river flows.  A new well at this location would be anticipated to produce within this 
range.  The specific capacity value which is an indication of well performance has historically 
been measured in the range of 30 to 80 gpm per foot of drawdown (gpm/ft).  This wide range of 
values likely reflects the changes in saturated thickness of the aquifer between wet and dry periods 
and whether there is direct recharge from flow in the River. 

A well located on this property would likely need to be north of Well No. 1 in an area 
where well construction is feasible.  Plate A1 – Potential Well Site Area No. 1 shows a location 
that might be feasible for well construction.  It is anticipated that a well at this location would 
likely interfere with the production of the existing downstream wells during dry hydrologic 
conditions.  However, just like the other wells, the surface water treatment rule would apply and a 
new treatment facility may need to be constructed to handle additional capacity.  Photographs of 
potential Well Site No. 1 are included in Appendix B on Plate B1. 

Other hydrogeological reviews have indicated that drilling a deep bedrock well in this area 
could potentially yeild water from a sandstone unit of the Coldwater Sandstone Formation. 
However, the Coldwater Sandstone is a dense highly cemented formation and groundwater is 
generally produced from fractures that create a secondary porosity in the bedrock and are formed 
by faulting and folding.  Based on the surface geology mapped in the area of Site No. 1, we do not 
see a high probability of encountering sandstone bedrock beneath the property owned by the 
District. 

If the District were to pursue a bedrock production well alternative in the future, we 
recommend the use of a surface geophysical method(s) (like electrical resistivity, etc.) that can 
locate anomalies in the underlying geologic materials.  These types of surveys can differentiate 
shale from sandstone and detect fractures within the bedrock materials and help guide a well 
location effort. 
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Well Site No. 2 

Potential Well Site No. 2 is located in the Robles Hydrogeologic Area of the UVRGB as 
defined in the GMP.  The geology that has historically supported well production in this reach of 
the river is the shallow coarse-grained Recent alluvial deposits of sand and gravel (Qa and Qg) 
which are recharged by surface flow in the Ventura River, Older Alluvium (Qoa), and underlying 
bedrock of the Sespe Formation (Tsp).  Available data from Well No. 8 indicate the Recent 
alluvium extends to a depth on the order of 100 to 110 feet and with a water level depth of 
approximately 65 feet, the aquifer saturated thickness at the time of construction of Well No. 8 
was approximately 35 feet.  The well driller’s report for Well No. 8 (State Well No. 04N-23W-
04J01) indicates the alluvium is underlain by a red and brown clay/shale that is likely the Sespe 
Formation. 

Historical data indicate that the water quality from the shallow wells in the vicinity of 
Potential Well Site No. 2 varies but generally available data indicate the groundwater has a TDS 
concentration in the range of 600 to 1,000 mg/l, and nitrate as NO3 concentrations that range from 
10 mg/l to over the State drinking water standard of 45 mg/l.  Being closer to the active River 
channel, the groundwater quality at proposed Well Site No. 2 is anticipated to be higher than the 
groundwater produced at Well No. 8.  However, the actual quality is unknown. 

Well production from this area along the river has historically ranged between 350 to 700 
gpm and generally fluctuates based on groundwater levels that are seasonally and climatically 
effected by river flow.  A new well at this location would be anticipated to produce within this 
range (up to 800 gpm).  The specific capacity of Well No. 8, which indicates well performance, 
has historically been measured on the order of 60 gpm/ft. 

A well located on this property would likely benefit from being in an area where well 
construction is feasible and close to the southwestern corner of the parcel.  Plate A2 – Potential 
Well Site Area No. 2 shows a location that might be feasible for well construction.  Photographs 
of potential Well Site No. 2 are included in Appendix B on Plate B2.  Because this location is 
removed from existing District utilities located at Well No. 8, a conveyance pipeline and electrical 
controls would need to be installed to make the well operable and connected to the system. 

Well Site No. 2 is shown on Plate 3 – Proposed Well Site No. 2 FEMA Flood Hazard Map 
at a location that lies above the elevation of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
100-year flood hazard zones.  However, the location lies between two channels designated 
regulatory floodway and site access would need to consider this potential limitation. 
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Well Site No. 3 

Potential Well Site No. 3 is also located in the Robles Hydrogeologic Area of the UVRGB 
as defined in the GMP.  The geology that has historically supported well production in this reach 
of the river is the shallow coarse-grained Recent alluvial deposits of sand and gravel (Qa and Qg) 
which are recharged by surface flow in the Ventura River, Older Alluvium (Qoa), and underlying 
bedrock of the Sespe Formation (Tsp).  The District presently operates Well Nos. 4A and 7 in this 
reach of the river.  Historical well production rates have reportedly ranged between 200 and 850 
gpm with specific capacities as high as 150 gpm/ft. 

Available data indicate the Recent alluvium in the vicinity of the existing District wells 
extends to a depth on the order of 100 feet below ground surface (bgs).  With groundwater levels 
that range between depths of 35 and 65 feet bgs, the saturated thickness of the aquifer varies from 
approximately 35 feet during dry periods to 65 feet during wet periods.  The geophysical survey 
(electric log) indicates the alluvium at Well No. 4A is underlain by clay/shale that is likely not 
water-bearing below a depth of 100 feet bgs.  Additional hydrogeological information from a well 
located approximately 600 feet northwest of the existing District wells indicates the alluvium 
extends to a depth of approximately 155 feet bgs.  The well drillers report indicated the well 
production was on the order of 400 gpm.  This may indicate that selecting a well location along 
the westernmost edge of the District boundary stands a better chance of obtaining a deeper section 
of Recent alluvium.  However, this could prove challenging to maintain a setback from the active 
flowing channel and establish power and a pipeline connection. 

Available water quality data indicate that the District wells in this reach of the River that 
are in the vicinity of Potential Well Site No. 3 varies but generally the groundwater has a TDS 
concentration in the range of 600 to 775 mg/l, and nitrate concentrations that ranged from 3 mg/l 
to 25 mg/l.  The proposed new well is anticipated to provide a similar quality. 

Plate A3 – Potential Well Site Area Nos. 3 and 6 shows a location that might be feasible 
for well construction.  Photographs of potential Well Site No. 3 are included in Appendix B on 
Plate B3.  This location is slightly removed from existing District utilities located at Well No. 7 
and 4A, and a conveyance pipeline and electrical controls would need to be installed to make the 
well operable and connected to the system.  Plate 4 – Proposed Well Site No. 3 FEMA Flood 
Hazard Map shows that the proposed new well could possibly be located outside of the 100-year 
flood hazard zone.  The access for this well site is not obstructed by a channel designated as a 
regulatory floodway. 

Well Site No. 4 

Potential Well Site No. 4 is located in the Mira Monte/Meiners Oaks Hydrogeologic Area 
of the UVRGB as defined in the GMP.  The geology that has historically supported well production 
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in this area of the basin is the older alluvial deposits of sand and gravel (Qoa and Qog) and the 
underlying bedrock of the Sespe Formation (Tsp).  Available data indicate that the older alluvium 
can extend to depths of up to 200 feet but is generally a finer-grained sediment.  While the alluvium 
may contain sand and gravel layers, available data indicate the deposits are often silty and 
interbedded with silt and clay layers.  Wells constructed in these materials have yielded 
groundwater at rates up to 250 gpm. 

The underlying Sespe Formation is similarly a finer-grained formation that is consolidated 
and typically results in wells that may produce up to 50 gpm.  In general, the older alluvium is the 
primary target zone in the vicinity of Potential Well Site No. 4.  Plate A4 – Potential Well Site 
Area No. 4 shows a location that might be feasible for well construction.  An aerial photograph of 
potential Well Site No. 4 is included in Appendix B on Plate B4.  Well construction at this location 
may have greater difficulty due to the surrounding residential land uses and specific site 
constraints.  There is an existing well that is located on the property and it may be feasible to 
renovate or upgrade the existing well for District use.  That assessment is beyond the scope of this 
study. 

Available water quality data indicate that the groundwater has a TDS concentration on the 
order of 670 mg/l in the vicinity of Potential Well Site No. 4 but the groundwater has an elevated 
nitrate concentration of 43.8 mg/l.  A new well at this location is anticipated to provide a similar 
quality that may require nitrate removal for potable uses. 

 

Well Site No. 5 

Potential Well Site No. 5 is also located in the Mira Monte/Meiners Oaks Hydrogeologic 
Area of the UVRGB as defined in the GMP.  The geology that has historically supported well 
production in this area of the basin is the older alluvial deposits of sand and gravel (Qoa and Qog) 
and the underlying bedrock of the Sespe Formation (Tsp).  Available data indicate that the older 
alluvium can extend to depths of up to 200 feet but is generally a finer-grained sediment when 
compared to the Recent alluvium in the active River channel.  While the alluvium may contain 
sand and gravel layers, available data indicate the deposits are often silty and interbedded with silt 
and clay layers.  The underlying Sespe Formation is similarly a finer-grained formation that is 
consolidated and typically yields wells that may produce up to 50 gpm.  In general, the older 
alluvium is the primary target aquifer zone(s) but wells in the vicinity of Potential Well Site No. 5 
are likely constructed in the underlying Sespe Formation also. 

Wells constructed in the vicinity of the proposed site are constructed to depths of up to 280 
feet bgs and reportedly yield in the range of 20 to 100 gpm.  It is believed that the existing irrigation 
well State Well No. 04N23W10G01 which is located on the same parcel (see Plate A5) produces 
at a rate of up to approximately 100 gpm, but pump test data are not available to assess well 
performance over time.  Plate A5 – Potential Well Site Area No. 5 shows a location that might be 
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feasible for well construction.  An aerial photograph of potential Well Site No. 5 is included in 
Appendix B on Plate B5.  Well construction at this location would also need to contend with the 
difficulties of operating within a residential area. 

Available water quality test data indicate that the groundwater quality is fair and has a TDS 
concentration on the order of 630 mg/l in the vicinity of Potential Well Site No. 5.  Laboratory 
data also indicate elevated nitrate concentrations of 36.6 mg/l which is below the drinking water 
standard of 45 mg/l.  A new well at this location is anticipated to provide a similar quality, 
however, nitrate concentration data are not available to indicate variations over time and nitrate 
removal could be necessary for District uses. 

Well Site No. 6 

Potential Well Site No. 6 is also located in the Mira Monte/Meiners Oaks Hydrogeologic 
Area of the UVRGB as defined in the GMP.  The geology that has historically supported well 
production in this area of the basin is the older alluvial deposits of sand and gravel (Qoa and Qog) 
and the underlying bedrock which is likely the Sespe Formation (Tsp).  Available data indicate 
that the older alluvium can extend to depths of up to 200 feet but is generally a finer-grained 
sediment when compared to the Recent alluvium in the active River channel.  While the alluvium 
may contain sand and gravel layers, available data indicate the deposits are often silty and 
interbedded with silt and clay layers.   

The underlying Sespe Formation is similarly a finer-grained formation that is consolidated 
and typically yields wells that may produce up to 50 gpm.  In general, the older alluvium is the 
primary target zone but wells in the vicinity of Potential Well Site No. 6 are likely constructed in 
the underlying Sespe Formation also.  Wells constructed in the vicinity of the proposed site are 
constructed to depths of up to 220 feet bgs and reportedly yield in the range of 0.5 to 32 gpm.  It 
is believed that larger diameter wells may be capable of producing at higher production rates, but 
not significantly. 

Available water quality data indicate that the groundwater quality is fair to poor and has a 
TDS concentration in the range of 800 to 900 mg/l in the vicinity of Potential Well Site No. 6. 
Laboratory data also indicate elevated nitrate concentrations that range between 30 and 42 mg/l 
which is below the drinking water standard of 45 mg/l, but the higher values are in the more recent 
years.  A new well at this location is anticipated to provide a similar quality and could require 
nitrate removal in the future. 

Plate A3 – Potential Well Site Area Nos. 3 and 6 shows a location that might be feasible 
for well construction at potential Well Site No. 6.  An aerial photograph of potential Well Site No. 
6 is included in Appendix B on Plate B6.  This potential site is not directly located in a residential 
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We recommend the District consider the merits of each location as it weighs out the 
potential cost, benefit, and risk issues.  While we believe we have identified the production 
potential and water quality expectations of each proposed well location, the difficulty of drilling, 
establishing a well site, and maintaining Well No. 9 in the future will need to be considered in the 
decision-making process. 

We recommend the District consider the merits of establishing Well No. 9 at either (or 
both) Well Site No. 2 or Well Site No. 3 due to the reliability of both to provide a higher well 
production rate and higher water quality supply.  Should the District choose another alternative 
(i.e., Potential Well Site Nos. 1 and 4), we recommend the District develop additional information 
on the water supply potential and water quality to inform its decision making process. 

 

Well Site No. 1 

We conclude that potential Well Site No. 1 could provide another shallow alluvial well to 
augment the supply and be a backup to the existing 2 wells at this location.  However, during dry 
weather conditions there will be interference with the other existing wells and the additional supply 
would not equal the wells capacity under wet weather conditions.  Another alluvial well at this 
location will likely need treatment to comply with State drinking water standards even though the 
quality is fair to high.  For these reasons we have rated this alternative as Number 3 (see Table 1). 

The proposed Coldwater Sandstone well at this location is not very promising based on 
formation materials that are underlying the footprint of the District’s property.  Should the District 
consider the difficulty, expense, risks, and potential benefits are worth the gamble, we recommend 
a geophysical survey be conducted to attempt to locate subsurface anomalies that are required for 
a viable target production zone.  These anomalies include a sandstone formation material (not shale 
or siltstone) and a fracture zone within the Coldwater Sandstone to allow movement of water to a 
well facility.  For these reasons we have rated this alternative as Number 5 (see Table 1). 

 

Well Site No. 2 

We conclude that potential Well Site No. 2 is located in a reach of the River where the 
saturated thickness of Recent alluvium could benefit a potable supply well during the dry seasons 
and a critically dry year.  Water levels vary on the order of 40 feet between wet and dry periods 
however, the location is believed to be within one of the deeper sections of the coarser sand and 
gravel materials in the River alluvium.  We anticipate being able to achieve higher well production 
rates and the water quality should be improved considerably by moving away from the sources of 
nitrate that appear to affect Well No. 8.  There are no existing wells close enough to interfere with 
a production of a well at this location.  For these reasons, we have ranked this well site alternative 
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as the Number 1 choice based on hydrogeologic suitability (see Table 1) but we believe Well Site 
No. 3 is comparable. 

Well Site No. 3 

We conclude that potential Well Site No. 3 is located in a reach of the River where the 
saturated thickness of Recent alluvium could benefit a well in the dry seasons and in critically dry 
years.  We also concluded that historical interpretation of the depth of Recent alluvial deposits that 
are most productive along the River were considerably overestimated by previous studies.  This 
means drilling deeper along the River does not produce more water.  Moving the well site a 
distance away from the existing wells will reduce the well interference during the more critical dry 
periods.  Water levels vary on the order of 50 feet between wet and dry periods and the saturated 
thickness at this location is believed to be comparable in thickness to potential Well Site No. 2. 
We conclude that the water quality should be comparable to existing Well Nos. 4A and 7 which is 
higher quality than anticipated at Well Site No. 6.  For these reasons, we have ranked this well site 
alternative as the second highest based on hydrogeologic suitability (see Table 1). 

Well Site No. 4 

We conclude that potential Well Site No. 4 is located outside the River and that the existing 
well is producing from coarser-grained strata within the older alluvium and perhaps the underlying 
bedrock formation.  The anticipated sustainable flow rate at this site may likely be up to 100 to 
200 gpm, but future testing would be required to provide a better estimate.  Water level data 
available for a relatively few wells in the Mira Monte/Meiners Oaks Hydrogeologic Area show 
relatively large declines in water levels during extended dry periods (60 to 100 feet).  Restrictions 
on available groundwater occur in a similar manner to the River alluvial wells.  We conclude that 
the water quality is fair and has an acceptable TDS concentration of less than 700 mg/l but is 
degraded by a relatively high nitrate concentration on the order of 44 mg/l.  For these reasons, we 
have rated the potential Well Site No. 4 as the choice Number 4 from the list of sites reviewed.  If 
the District desires to pursue this site any further, we recommend it consider treatment alternatives 
to remove nitrate and conduct additional testing on the existing well to develop site specific data. 

Well Site No. 5 

Potential Well Site No. 5 is located in an area of the Mira Monte/Meiners Oaks 
Hydrogeologic Area where groundwater production is relatively low and the productive aquifer 
materials are relatively shallow.  We conclude that well production rates (likely less than 100 gpm) 
and annual basin production volumes from a well at this potential site will be limited and 
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inadequate for District supply augmentation.  We conclude that the water quality is fair and has an 
acceptable TDS concentration of less than 700 mg/l but is degraded by a relatively high nitrate 
concentration on the order of 37 mg/l which could increase over time.  For these reasons, we have 
rated potential Well Site No. 5 as the Number 6 choice (see Table 1). 

 

Well Site No. 6 

Potential Well Site No. 6 is located on the westernmost edge of the Mira Monte/Meiners 
Oaks Hydrogeologic Area where groundwater production is relatively low (less than 50 gpm) and 
the productive aquifer materials are relatively shallow.  We conclude that the water quality is fair 
to poor and has TDS concentrations of up to 900 mg/l and relatively high nitrate concentrations in 
the range of 30 to 42 mg/l and could increase over time.  For these reasons, we have rated potential 
Well Site No. 6 as choice Number 7 (see Table 1). 

Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, we recommend the District consider 
the merits of establishing additional facilities in potential Well Site Nos. 2 and 3.  While the 
production rate of wells are impacted by low groundwater levels during the dry season and dry 
weather periods reduced production from additional sources of good quality water may be 
sufficient to provide a meaningful supply to offset imported water. 

Attachment D – Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Costs provides the anticipated cost to 
construct a new well at either potential Well Site Nos. 2 or 3.  These costs are estimated based on 
the preliminary well design provided in Plate 5 – Preliminary Well Design Drawing, Potential 
Well Site Nos. 2 and 3.  Additional costs would be required to provide permanent facilities for site 
access, electrical power, conveyance piping, and other well site improvements to incorporate these 
sources of groundwater into the District system. 

We also recommend the District consider conducting surface geophysical surveys if it 
considers constructing a well at potential Well Site Nos. 1, 2, or 3.  A geophysical survey can be a 
cost affective means of obtaining subsurface information about the depth of the alluvium and 
relative information on the type of alluvial deposits (i.e., silt, sand, or gravel, etc.).  A survey of 
potential Well Site Nos. 2 or 3 would be helpful if conducted perpendicular to the flow of the river 
in an attempt to locate paleochannels that provide a deeper alluvial section and could be targeted 
by a new well.  A geophysical survey at potential Well Site No. 1 would be beneficial for the 
Coldwater Sandstone alternative if conducted parallel to the River in an attempt to locate a 
potential fracture system in the underlying bedrock materials.  A geophysical survey could also 
assist in differentiating the buried shale and sandstone materials. 
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CLOSURE 

This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the Meiners Oaks Water District and 
its agents for specific application to the siting of Meiners Oaks Water District Well No. 9.  The 
findings, conclusions, and recommendations presented herein were prepared in accordance with 
generally accepted hydrogeological engineering and planning practices.  No other warranty, 
express or implied, is made. 

We trust this letter-report provides a sufficient summary of the findings, conclusions and 
recommendations developed from the study.  If you have questions or need any additional 
information, please give us a call. 

Sincerely, 

HOPKINS GROUNDWATER CONSULTANTS, INC. 

Curtis J. Hopkins 
Principal Hydrogeologist 
Certified Engineering Geologist EG 1800 
Certified Hydrogeologist HG 114 

Attachment: Plate 1 – Potential Well Site Location Map 
Plate 2 – Geologic Map, Interpretation by T.W. Dibblee Jr. 
Plate 3 – Proposed Well Site No. 2 FEMA Flood Hazard Map 
Plate 4 – Proposed Well Site No. 3 FEMA Flood Hazard Map 
Plate 5 – Preliminary Well Design Drawing, Potential Well Site Nos. 2 and 3 
Attachment A – General Well Site Boundary Maps 
Attachment B – Potential Well Site Photographs 
Attachment C – Hydrogeological Maps and Cross-Sections 
Attachment D – Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Costs 
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Ojai, California PLATE 1
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PROPOSED WELL SITE NO. 2 FEMA FLOOD HAZARD MAP

Well Site Feasibility Study

Ojai, California
Meiners Oaks Water District

PLATE 3

LEGEND

FROM: FEMA 100 YEAR FLOOD HAZARD MAP
VENTURA COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS
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PROPOSED WELL SITE NO. 3 FEMA FLOOD HAZARD MAP

Well Site Feasibility Study

Ojai, California
Meiners Oaks Water District

PLATE 4

LEGEND

FROM: FEMA 100 YEAR FLOOD HAZARD MAP
VENTURA COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS
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POTENTIAL WELL SITE AREA NO. 1

Well Site Feasibility Study

Ojai, California
Meiners Oaks Water District

PLATE A1
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POTENTIAL WELL SITE AREA NO. 2

Well Site Feasibility Study

Ojai, California
Meiners Oaks Water District
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POTENTIAL WELL SITE AREA NOS. 3 AND 6

Well Site Feasibility Study

Ojai, California
Meiners Oaks Water District

PLATE A3
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POTENTIAL WELL SITE AREA NO. 5

Well Site Feasibility Study

Ojai, California
Meiners Oaks Water District
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ATTACHMENT C 
HYDROGEOLOGICAL MAPS 

AND CROSS-SECTIONS 
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UPPER VENTURA RIVER VALLEY BASIN 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 

(UVRGA, 2022) 
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STATE WATER RESOURCES BOARD 
BULLETIN NO. 12 

VENTURA COUNTY INVESTIGATION 
(SWRB, 1953) 
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GEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS, VENTURA RIVER WATERSHED 
(DBSA, 2020) 
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Ojai, California PLATE C6
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ENGINEERS OPINION OF PROBABLE COST 

Page 62 of 97







 

 

Bid Item Description Units
Approx. 
Quantity

Unit Price Item Total

Mobilization/Demobilization LS 1 $150,000 $150,000

Conductor Casing (50-Feet) LS 1 $50,000 $50,000

Pilot Hole LF 90 $100 $9,000

Geophysical Logging LS 1 $4,500 $4,500

Reaming Pilot Bore LF 75 $110 $8,250

Caliper Log (optional) LS 1 $3,500 $3,500

16-inch Type 304L Stainless Steel Well Casing  (0.250-Inch Wall) LF 85 $540 $45,900

16-inch Type 304 Stainless Steel Well Screen  (0.060-Inch Slot) LF 40 $570 $22,800

Gravel Feed Tube Stainless Steel (3-Inch-Inside-Diameter) LF 60 $250 $15,000

Centralizers (3 Sets) EA 3 $200 $600

Gravel Pack Envelope LF 75 $125 $9,375

Cement Sanitary Seal LF 50 $150 $7,500

Swab and Bail Development HR 2 $800 $1,600

Swab and Airlift Development HR 2.4 $2,000 $4,800

Test Pump Installation and Removal LS 1 $25,000 $25,000

Hydraulic Well Development HR 32 $850 $27,200

Production Testing of Well (4-Hr Step + 8-Hr Constant) HR 16 $850 $13,600

Disinfection of Well LS 1 $4,000 $4,000

Video Survey LS 1 $3,000 $3,000

Well Pad LS 1 $6,000 $6,000

Stormwater Polution Plan (BMPs) LS 1 $10,000 $10,000

Site Clean-Up  LS 1 $50,000 $50,000

PROJECT TOTAL $471,625

ENGINEERS OPINION OF PROBABLE COST 

MEINERS OAKS WATER DISTRICT AT WELL SITE NOS. 2 AND 3
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completion of testing, the permanent well pump was installed and the well was operated until 
March 2019, when District staff conducted approximately 4 days of pump and surge development.  
Following this redevelopment effort, KG conducted a variable rate drawdown test in April 2019 
and prepared a report of the findings (KG, 2019).  On September 1, 2022, Southern California 
Edison performed a hydraulic efficiency testing on the well which provided another series of test 
data points.  The results of the reported testing are summarized in Table 1 – Summary of Well 
Performance Data and graphically displayed on Figure 1 – Drawdown Versus Production Rate. 

Table 1 – Summary of Well Performance Data 

These data indicate that the static water level in the aquifer system ranged from 25 to 50 
feet bgs and that the well performance declined significantly at higher production rates.  Over the 
last 5 years, the well performance has remained fairly consistent with a specific capacity value of 
9.7 to 11.1 gpm per foot of drawdown (gpm/ft) at around a 400 gpm production rate (see Figure 
1). 

DATE
STATIC WATER 
LEVEL (FEET)

PUMPING WATER 
LEVEL (FEET)

DRAWDOWN 
(FEET)

 PRODUCTION 
RATE (GPM)

SPECIFIC 
CAPACITY 
(GPM/FT)

6/8/2018 50.2 54.71 4.51 104 23.1

6/8/2018 50.2 60.66 10.46 200 19.1

6/8/2018 50.2 68.78 18.58 302 16.2

6/8/2018 50.2 85.75 35.55 395 11.1

4/5/2019 24.85 30.6 5.75 122 21.2

4/5/2019 24.85 63.72 38.87 395 10.2

4/5/2019 24.85 104.24 79.39 502 6.3

9/1/2022 45 76.3 31.3 356 11.4

9/1/2022 45 86.5 41.5 401 9.7

9/1/2022 45 120.7 75.7 435 5.7
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3. Conduct high pressure jetting primarily focused on the upper well screen interval
that is perforated in the coarser-grained aquifer materials,

4. Evacuate fluid during jetting using a submersible pump set above the well screen,

5. Clean the well screen intervals using a dual swab submersible pump assembly or
an airlift pump assembly,

6. Introduce a clay dispersant and swab well screen intervals with a wireline and let
sit overnight,

7. Remove chemical and clean the well screen intervals using a dual swab submersible
pump assembly or an airlift pump assembly,

8. Open-end airlift removal of fill from the bottom of the well.

This type of program has proven effective on other shallow alluvial wells that Hopkins has 
worked on. 

We trust this summary of well conditions is responsive to the District’s needs.  If you have 
any questions or need any additional information, please give us a call. 

Sincerely, 

HOPKINS GROUNDWATER CONSULTANTS, INC. 

Curtis J. Hopkins 
Principal Hydrogeologist 

Attachment: Plate 1 – Well No. 4A Construction Drawing 

References 

Hopkins Groundwater Consultants, Inc. (2023), Preliminary Hydrogeological Study, Meiners 
Oaks Water District Well Site Feasibility Study, Ojai, California, Prepared for Meiners 
Oaks Water Distirct, dated February 23. 

Kear Groundwater (KG, 2019), Evaluation of April 5, 2019 Step Test MOWD Replacement Well 
4, Meiners Oaks, Ventura County, California, dated April 11. 
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WELL NO. 4A CONSTRUCTION DRAWING

Well No. 4A Redevelopment Project

Ojai, California
Meiners Oaks Water District

PLATE 1
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Meiners Oaks Water District 1 

Resolution No. 20230815 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MEINERS OAKS 3 
WATER DISTRICT APPOINTING DIRECTOR AND ALTERNATE DIRECTOR TO THE 4 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE UPPER VENTURA RIVER GROUNDWATER 5 
AGENCY JOINT POWERS 2023-2024 6 

WHEREAS, the Casitas Municipal Water District, the City of San Buenaventura, 7 
the County of Ventura, the Meiners Oaks Water District, and the Ventura River Water 8 
District (“Member Agency” or “ Member Agencies”) have entered into a joint exercise of 9 
powers agreement (“JPA”) creating the Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency 10 
(“UVR Groundwater Agency”); and 11 

WHEREAS, the JPA requires the governing board of each Member Agency to 12 
appoint a Director to the UVR Groundwater Agency Board of Directors (“UVR 13 
Groundwater Agency Board”) as well as an Alternate Director to represent MOWD’s 14 
interests in the absence of the Director; and 15 

WHEREAS, in order to be eligible for appointment as a Director or Alternate 16 
Director, an individual shall be either a member of MOWD’s staff or of the Board of 17 
Directors and shall cease to be a Director or Alternate Director when no longer a 18 
member of the MOWD’s staff or of the Board of Directors; and 19 

WHEREAS, the Director and Alternate Director shall serve for a period of two 20 
years, as will be determined by resolution at the first regular meeting of the UVR 21 
Groundwater Agency Board; and 22 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Meiners Oaks 23 
Water District, as follows: 24 

1. All the recitals in this resolution are true and correct, and the Meiners25 
Oaks Water District so finds, determines, and represents.26 

2. The Meiners Oaks Water District Board of Directors hereby appoints27 
James Kentosh as the Director and appoints _______________ as the28 
Alternate Director to represent the Meiners Oaks Water District on the29 
UVR Groundwater Agency Board.30 

3. The individuals appointed as the Director and Alternate Director are31 
members of the Meiners Oaks Water District’s staff or the Board of32 
Directors, as required by the JPA.33 

4. The MOWD Board of Directors hereby confirms that the Director and34 
Alternate Director appointed pursuant to this resolution are authorized to35 
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represent MOWD’s interest with respect to all matters that come before 1 
the UVR Groundwater Agency Board. 2 

5. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage and adoption. 3 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 4 

Resolution No. 20230815, replacing Resolution No. 20220419-1, was duly adopted and 5 
passed by the Meiners Oaks Water Board of Directors at a regularly scheduled meeting 6 
held on the 15th day of August 2023 by the following vote: 7 

AYES:   8 

NOES:  9 

ABSENT:  10 

       ________________________________ 11 

       Michel Etchart, President 12 

       Meiners Oaks Water District 13 

ATTEST: 14 

 15 

_____________________________ 16 

Summer Ward, Board Secretary 17 
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New Meters & Expansion of Services Policy Revision 
Page 11, Section L. Categories of meters within MOWD: 

New Residential Meters   
New residential meters may be provided to new customers Applicants with empty 
lots that existed prior to 2016. If the property does not have a MOWD baseline 
allocation, a calculated baseline variable allocation will be provided by MOWD 
based on the 2016 Eagle Aerial dataset and procedure outlined in the Allocation 
Program. New residential meters may be provided to customers with empty lots 
created by legal lot splits, the fixed and variable allocations will be calculated 
based on the procedure outlined in the Allocation Program. When the Water 
Supply Limitations are not in effect, the Project Applicant may fund an allocation 
from Casitas MWD for transfer to MOWD. The new meter will be installed after all 
fees have been paid. Any new service lines must be installed by a MOWD-
approved contractor at the customer's expense. 

If the proposed project includes a new primary dwelling and an ADU, then the fixed 
allocation(s) will be subtracted from the assigned baseline variable allocation; if 
there is not adequate variable allocation to cover the necessary fixed allocations, 
the Applicant shall purchase the additional allocation amount from Casitas MWD. If 
this is a post-2016 empty parcel, the Applicant shall purchase the fixed and 
variable allocations calculated by MOWD from Casitas MWD. available allocation 
transfer must be adequate for both. Depending on the site layout, the District will 
determine whether two separate water meters will be necessary.  
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B.K. Empty Lot on S. Padre Juan
APN 017-0-191-060

APN Parcel_Area F1_Imperv F2_Pool F3_IrrgVeg F4_Irrg_TurfLawn F5_NL F6A_NotIrrg_TurfLawn F6B_NotIrrg_Misc F6C_NotIrrg_Veg F7_ArtificialTurf F8_AnimalArena F10_Agriculture
017-0-191-060 7499 917 0 0 0 0 0 3766 2817 0 0 0

Irrigable Area 6583
Variable Allocation 5000x15 gal = 75000 gal

1583 x 10 gal= 15830 gal
90830 gal

Variable 122 units/yr
NEED Fixed 120 units/yr

Scenario: 
1 Primary Dwelling

Total Parcel
Area 

Primary
Dwelling

Revised Landuse 7499 1800
Revised Irrigable Area 5699

5000x15gal 75000 gal
699x10gal 6990 gal

81990 gal
Reduced for Dwelling Variable 110 units/yr
Casitas Allocation Fixed 120 units/yr
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JAugust 2, 2023 

Justin Martinez 
General Manager  
Meiners Oaks Water District  
(Submitted Electronically) 

RE:  Scope Amendment 1 – DWSRF Grant Writing Services and CEQA 

Mr. Martinez, 

MKN  respectfully  submits  the  following  request  for  a  scope  and  fee  amendment  with  regard  to 
developments in the Water Treatment Plant Project.  

Background 

MKN met with District staff on May 25, 2023 to discuss funding sources for the nearly completed design 
for the  Water Treatment  Plant. Based  on our discussions the District  is  looking to pursue  grant funding 
and has requested MKN to assist  in preparing the application. MKN  is requesting additional budget and 
time to assist the District in preparing a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Grant application 
and  starting  the  California  Environmental  Quality  Act  (CEQA)  process  by  conducting  a  comprehensive 
constraints analysis.  

The  DWSRF  Grant  application  consists  of  Project  Description,  Need  and  Benefits  Assessment,  Project  
Design  and  Engineering,  Cost  Estimating  and  Financing  Plan,  Environmental  Review,  Operations  and 
Maintenance Plan, Financial Capability Assessment (to be completed by District), Regulatory Compliance, 
and Schedule and Milestones. MKN is proposing to prepare the application for the District with Submittal 
before December 31, 2023.  

  The  environmental  package  for  the  DWSRF  Grant  application  is  a  major  component  in  scoring.  The  
District   has   yet   to   complete   the   CEQA   documentation   for   this   project.   MKN   has   retained   Rincon 
Consultants to begin   the   CEQA   process.   Due   to   this   projects’   proximity   to   the   Ventura   River   there   are 
environmental  concerns.  Rincon  is  proposing  to  complete  a  Categorical  Exemption  for  the  project  as 
requested  by  the  District.  Additionally,  Rincon  is  proposing  to  prepare  a  biological  resource  
assessment  and  cultural  resources  assessment  to  review  and  address  the  critical  habitat  around  the  
project site. Rincon will use these findings to complete the DWSRF environmental package.   

Scope of Work 
Task Group 100 – Project Management   

Additional Scope Request: 

Additional scope is being requested in the 100 phase to cover additional project management, meetings, 
and QA/QC for the grant writing services.  This will include: 

Overall  project  management,  which  includes  supervision  of  in‐house  staff,  planning  and  monitoring  of 
contract  budget  and  schedule,  and  coordination  with  the  District  and  MKN’s  project  team  will  be  
conducted by the MKN Project Manager. The Project Manager will review the status of budget, schedule, 
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and  relevant  project  issues  with  the  District’s  Project Manager  on  a  bi‐weekly  basis  via  email  or 
telephone. MKN will provide senior technical review and implement our quality assurance and quality 
control (QA/QC) measures throughout the project. 

MKN has  included four  (12) meetings as part of this scope of services. The following meetings are 
included: 

1. Constraints Considerations Review Meeting (PM, Rincon)

2. 2 Grant Application Interim Review Meetings (PM, PE)

3. Draft Grant Application Review Meeting (PM, PE)

4. 8 Coordination meetings with Division of Financial Assistance (PM, PE)

5.

Task Group 400 – Grant Writing Services    
MKN will prepare the DSWRF Grant Application and assist with submitting it through their Financial 
Assistance Application Submittal Tool (FAAST) platform. The following items are the major components 
of the application:  

1. Applicant Information(District to complete)
a. Includes District Information and Demographics
b. Project Information and Schedules
c. Water System Information

2. Technical Application (MKN to complete)
a. Project Background Information

i. Engineering Report (MKN to include in package)
1. MKN to prepare supplemental Consolidation Alternatives Analysis for

Project
ii. Technical, Managerial, and Financial Assessment (TMF) (MKN to Complete)
iii. Plans and Specifications (MKN to include completed 100% plans and

specifications Completed in prior phases of this project)
b. Project Summary (Engineering report will cover this section)
c. Comprehensive Response to Climate Change (District to complete)

3. Environmental Package (MKN’s subconsultant, Rincon, to complete)
4. Financial Security Package (District to complete)

Task Group 500 – Environmental Package    

Task 501– Project Management  

Under Task 501, Rincon will provide overall project management and coordination. Rincon will schedule 
a kickoff meeting with MKN and MOWD within five days of Notice to Proceed, which will consist of a 30‐
minute conference call to confirm project details, review the proposed deliverable schedule for the 
project, share and discuss preliminary data requests, and establish a communication protocol. It is 
anticipated up to three additional coordination calls (estimated at 30 minutes each) with MKN and 
MOWD will occur to ensure regular communication and status updates. 

Task 502– Technical Studies  

Due to the project site’s proximity to the USFWS‐designated critical habitat and the Ventura River, the 
largely vacant nature of the project site, and the potential DWSRF funding pursuit, we recommend 
preparation of a Biological Resources Assessment (BRA) and Cultural Resources Assessment to provide 
substantial evidence for the determination that the proposed project would not trigger any of the 
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exceptions to use of a CE under CEQA, particularly an impact to a mapped environmental resource of 
critical concern (e.g., critical habitat) and a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances (e.g., the presence of critical habitat and/or a known archaeological resource). 

Task 502.1 Biological Resources Assessment 
Rincon will prepare a BRA to evaluate the potential for the proposed project to result in significant 
impacts to biological resources, which will include the following tasks: 

• Literature Search. Rincon will perform a desktop review of publicly available literature an
databases including the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California Natural
Diversity Database and Special Plants and Animals Lists; California Native Plant Society
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California; the USFWS Information for
Planning and Consultation, National Wetlands Inventory, and Critical Habitat Portal; and
other relevant federal, state and local plans, ordinances, policies and regulations. Other
literature review resources will include aerial photographs, topographic maps, and other
readily available literature regarding biological resources present in the project area.

• Field Survey. Rincon will conduct a field reconnaissance survey to document existing
biological conditions within the project area. The reconnaissance survey will determine the
potential presence of special‐status biological resources, including plant and wildlife species,
plant communities, protected trees, critical habitat, and suitable habitat for nesting birds
occurring on or near the project site. The survey will focus on areas where project
development is proposed and where potential impacts to biological resources may occur
(hereinafter referred to as the “survey area”). The survey area will be photographed, and
significant findings in the survey area will be mapped. Rincon will identify plant and wildlife
species encountered, including special‐status species and protected trees, and will assess
the suitability of habitats on and near the project site for special‐status species. The
reconnaissance survey for special‐status plant and wildlife species will be based on a habitat
suitability level only with the intention of advising project design for avoidance of impacts.

• BRA Report. Rincon will present the findings of the literature review/database research and
the results of the field reconnaissance survey in a short‐form BRA letter report.

Task 502.2 Cultural Resources Assessment 
Rincon will prepare a Cultural Resources Assessment, which will include the following tasks.  

• Cultural Resources Records Search. Rincon will request a California Historical Resources
Information System (CHRIS) records search of the project site and a 0.5‐mile radius from
the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC). The purpose of the records search is
to identify previously recorded cultural resources known to exist within or near the project
site. The records search will also reveal the nature and extent of any cultural resources
work conducted in or near the project site. In addition to the resource records and previous
studies, an examination will be made of the National Register of Historic Places, California
Register of Historical Resources, the Built Environment Resources Directory, the
Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility and the California Historical Landmarks.

• Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Search. Rincon will contact the
California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to request a Sacred Lands File
(SLF) search. The SLF search will indicate whether recorded Sacred Lands are present within
the vicinity of the project site. The NAHC will also provide a list of Native American contacts
affiliated with the project site. This task does not constitute Native American consultation
under Assembly Bill 52, which we anticipate will not be required because the project is
likely to be categorically exempt from CEQA (see Task 3).
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• Field Survey. Upon receipt of the CHRIS records search results, Rincon will conduct a Phase 
I cultural resources survey of the project site. The objective of the survey will be to 
characterize the project site’s current condition and examine any visible ground surfaces 
within the project site to assess the presence of archaeological resources. Transects will be 
spaced at 15‐meter (approximately 50 feet) intervals. Transect accuracy will be maintained 
through use of a hand‐held global positioning system (GPS) unit. Survey results that have 
schedule or budget ramifications will be communicated to MKN and MOWD in a timely 
manner to effectively maintain the project schedule. 

• Negative Findings Letter Report. Upon completion of the tasks outlined above, Rincon will 
prepare a letter report summarizing the methods and results of the records searches and 
cultural resources survey. The letter report will also include a review of historical maps and 
aerial photographs as well as geologic and soils maps to provide an assessment of the 
project site’s subsurface archaeological sensitivity. The report findings will include 
recommendations for additional work or best management practices, if any are deemed 
necessary. Upon review and approval of the report by MOWD, a copy of the final report 
will be filed with the SCCIC. 

 

Task 503– Categorical Exemption  

Rincon will prepare a Notice of Exemption (NOE) pursuant to Section 15300 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines. The proposed project appears eligible for a Class 2 Categorical Exemption, which covers the 
replacement or reconstruction of existing utility systems and/or facilities involving negligible or no 
expansion of capacity, and/or a Class 3 Categorical Exemption, which covers the construction and 
location of limited numbers of new, small facilities. 
 
Rincon will prepare a memorandum to accompany the NOE that briefly describes the compliance of the 
project with the applicable Categorical Exemption categories. The memorandum will also address 
project compliance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2, which contains limitations on the use of 
Categorical Exemptions in certain circumstances, and will incorporate the information included in the 
technical studies prepared under Task 2. The memorandum will be submitted in electronic (PDF and 
Microsoft Word) format. Once approved and signed, Rincon will file the NOE with the Ventura County 
Clerk (along with payment of the filing fee) and the State Clearinghouse. 
 

Task 504– DWSRF Environmental Package and SCRCB Coordination Support   

Rincon will complete the Environmental Package of the DWSRF Financial Assistance Application using 
the technical studies and CE documentation prepared under Tasks 2 and 3. 
 
Rincon will provide up to eight hours of as‐needed support for processing of the 
DWSRF Environmental Package, such as providing additional materials that may be requested during 
consultation efforts between SWRCB and USFWS/State Historic Preservation Officer, strategic 
advising on negotiating any recommended measures provided during these consultation efforts, and 
responding to questions from SWRCB on the technical studies and CEQA documentation.  

Fee Estimate 

The 2023 MKN Fee Schedule is provided in Exhibit A and additional level of effort described in this letter 
are provided in Exhibit B. MKN will perform the additional services described in this amendment for an 
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additional not to exceed fee estimate of $74,574. This would increase the total Contract fee to a value 
not to exceed $418,229.  
 
We would like to express our thanks to MOWD for the opportunity to continue to provide services. Should 
you have any questions or wish to discuss any of the information presented herein, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at (805)947‐4971 or by email at bbugielski@mknassociates.us.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Becca Bugielski, PE         
Project Manager         

Enclosures: 

 Exhibit A – MKN 2023 Fee Schedule 

 Exhibit B – Fee Estimate 
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2023 FEE SCHEDULE FOR 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

ENGINEERS AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT STAFF 
Administrative Assistant $105/HR 

  Engineering Technician $114/HR 
CAD Technician I $137/HR 
CAD Design Technician II $155/HR 
Senior Designer $170/HR 
Assistant Engineer I $151/HR 
Assistant Engineer II $168/HR 
GIS Specialist $165/HR 
Senior Planner $220/HR 
Planner II $205/HR 
Planner I $180/HR 
Project Engineer I/ Senior Scientist $200/HR 
Project Engineer II $208/HR 
Senior Project Engineer I $220/HR 
Senior Project Engineer II $225/HR 
Project Manager $230/HR 
Senior Project Manager $240/HR 
Principal Engineer $260/HR 

    Project Director $280/HR 
Senior Project Director  $300/HR 

   CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
Construction Inspector $173/HR 
Assistant Resident Engineer $178/HR 
Resident Engineer $196/HR 
Construction Manager $214/HR 
Principal Construction Manager $252/HR 

Routine office expenses such as computer usage, software licenses and fees, telephone 
charges, office equipment and supplies, incidental postage, copying, and faxes are 
included as a 3% fee on labor cost. 

The foregoing Billing Rate Schedule is effective through December 31, 2023 and will be 
adjusted each year after at a rate of 2 to 5%. 

DIRECT PROJECT EXPENSES 
Outside Reproduction Cost + 10% 
Subcontracted or Subconsultant Services Cost + 10% 
Travel & Subsistence (other than mileage) Cost 
Auto Mileage Current IRS Rate ‐ $.625/mi. 
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1932 EASTMAN AVE #107 

VENTURA, CA 93003 

LICENSE # 937903 

805-647-8551 

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - REFRIGERATION 

SERVICE - MAINTENANCE - INSTALLATION 

May 24, 2023 

To:      Meiners Oaks water District 
RE:      202 W. El Roblar Dr. Ojai, CA 93023 
Attn:    Justin Martinez 
From:  Brian Kwasny 
Via E-mail:   justin@meinersoakswater.com 

Please see the following quote to replace the heating and air conditioning system 
serving your home at the address referenced above. The following equipment is 
manufactured by the Carrier Corporation. 

***The following proposal is based on current CA Prevailing Wage for Ventura 
County Sheet Metal Workers. 

80% AFUE Single stage furnace, 3 ton 15 SEER , R410A Condenser 

Air System Solutions will remove and properly dispose of the existing heating and air 
conditioning system and all accessible supply ductwork serving your facility. The existing 
sheet metal cans and boxes in the ceiling will not be removed. 

We will furnish and install one new 80% efficient Bryant, Model, 801SA36070E14, 80% 
AFUE, 70,000 BTU, single stage, electronic ignition furnace in the closet of the building. 
The furnace will be equipped with a new high efficiency MERV 13 media filter and 
matching filter cabinet.  

The return air cavity in the furnace closet will be vacuumed prior to installing the new 
equipment. 

The new furnace will be paired with a 3 ton Bryant, Model 115SAN036000W, 15 SEER, 
R410A single stage condensing unit and matching 3 ton indoor coil.  

The outdoor unit will be installed on a new pre-fabricated plastic pad in the same 
location as the existing unit.  
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The existing refrigerant lines will be removed and new refrigerant lines will be installed 
with new code approved UV resistant/tear proof insulation. 

The existing electrical circuit for the AC unit will be increased in size as required for the 
new 3 ton unit. The outdoor unit will also be equipped with a new fused service 
disconnect. 

New galvanized metal ductwork and combination and no more than 5’ of R8 metallic 
jacketed flexible ductwork (to make final connections at supply outlets) will be installed 
throughout the facility and be used with the existing supply openings.  

An additional supply duct and register will be installed in the ceiling of the rear office 
area. 

All supply registers will be replaced with new white high efficiency registers. All supply 
branches will be equipped with manual balancing dampers to allow for adjustment and 
balancing of the airflow if/when required. 

The installation includes Ventura County Permit and CA State required HERS 
testing, a new Title 24, 7 day programmable thermostat, high and low voltage electrical, 
refrigerant piping, condensate piping, gas piping and a new stainless steel gas flex 
connector, flue venting, and all material and labor for a complete and operable system. 

Total Cost Material, Tax, and Labor is ……………..………………….….…..$19,786.00 
 Yes____ No____ Initials____ 

Warranty: 
We guarantee the above described work against defects in material and workmanship 
for a period of one year.  During the first year all defects will be repaired or replaced 
promptly without cost to the owner. The  manufacturer guarantees the parts and 
compressor for a total of 5 years. ***Air System Solutions makes no claim or 
warranty on the existing sheet metal wall/ceiling boxes, under slab return air 
ducting, condensate piping, electrical circuit, gas line, and/or any other 
components or installations provided by others. 

The terms of this agreement are full payment upon completion of the work. 
 Initials____ 

***You reserve the right to cancel this contract within 3 days after the date of the 
signed contract.  Initials_____ 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.  If you have any questions or 
need any additional information, please do not hesitate to call our office. 

Sincerely,     

Brian Kwasny  Approved

President Date
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4665 Ortega St., Ventura, CA. 93003-7713 | (805)644-4328 | Fax (805)644-0222 

VENTURA AIR CONDITIONING CO. 
Serving Ventura County With Quality Heating 

& Air Conditioning Systems Since 1954 

 Contractor’s License #269628 

EMAIL:  summer@meinersoakswater.com 
PAGES: 1 
DATE: August 1, 2023  
FIRM: Meiners Oaks Water District  
ATTN: Summer Ward  
FROM: Mark Muchnick 
RE: HVAC Replacement 

202 W El Roblar Dr. 
Meiners Oaks, CA 

As per your request we are pleased to submit a proposal to replace the existing HVAC equipment. 

Included in the cost of scope of work will be: 

 VACCO will demo and remove from site the existing 2-ton split system and existing refrigerant
lines

 VACCO will provide and install a new 45,000 BTU, 3-ton Lennox furnace, a new 3-ton Lennox
condensing unit and a new 3-ton upflow ADP evaporator coil

 VACCO will provide a new filter base, gas flex with shut off valve and electrical pigtail for the new
furnace

 VACCO will provide a new light weight equipment pad, disconnect switch, electrical whip
connection and fuses for the new condensing unit

 VACCO will reattach the existing supply air ductwork to the new furnace and coil

 VACCO will enlarge the existing return air grill under the furnace on the inside wall. VACCO will
disconnect and seal all ductwork going under the structure to the wall return

 VACCO will provide a new line set for the 3-ton system, we will attach the new refrigerant lines,
pressure test with nitrogen and evacuate to 500 microns

 VACCO will provide a new commercial programmable thermostat

 VACCO will reconnect the new evaporator coil drain line to existing condensate drain

 VACCO will provide all labor to complete the HVAC replacement

 VACCO will start up the new system and check the operations

Excluded: 

 Off hour labor (All work to be performed during normal work hours 7 AM – 4 PM)

 Replacement of ductwork and air distribution

 Removal of water heater and other items in mechanical room if required

 Permits, structural calcs, engineering and plan check fees

Total Cost.……………………………………….……………………………………………………. $10,898.00 

Note: If paying by credit card there is a 2.5% fee 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to call our office. 

Sincerely,        Approved: _____________________ 

Mark Muchnick 
Mark Muchnick   Date: _________________________ 
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Estimate
DATE

7/10/2023

ESTIMATE NO.

7450

NAME / ADDRESS

Meiners Oaks Water
202 W. El Roblar Dr.
Ojai, CA. 93023

JOB ADDRESS

Meiners Oaks Water
202 W. El Roblar Dr.
Ojai, CA 93023

REP TPC

Please circle the options you want, sign it and send back to us. Thank you

SIGNATURE & DATE

Customer Phone

805-646-2114

Estimated price is good for 30 days from date on
estimate.

Payment is due on day of installation for residential jobs. If Permit and HERS testing is being completed,
90% is due on day of installation. Remaining balance due upon sign off. 
Attorney's fees and cost incurred to enforce the terms hereof are payable to Prevailing Party.

341 Irving Dr., Ste. B
Oxnard, CA 93030
(805) 485-6333 Office
(805) 351-0705 Fax

DESCRIPTION TOTAL

Quote to replace heat & A/C system

Price to include as follows:
Remove and recycle old equipment
Install new Carrier 3 ton 70k BTU heater
Install new 3 ton evap coil
Line and seal return cabinet from outside air
Enlarge return in office
New bar type registers in office
Install new commercial digital thermostat (Venstar 4800)
Install new easy access filter base at FAU
Flush existing refrigerant lines for new 410 refrigerant
Install a new Carrier 15 SEER condenser
Reconnect to existing electrical, and refrigerant lines
Vacuum down refrigerant lines down to 500 microns
Perform complete start up and test system operation
All labor, materials & taxes included 13,840.00

OPTION: Permit and HERS Test 650.00

5 year equipment warranty, 1 year labor warranty

Carrier Equipment:
FAU- 58SB1A070E1412
Coil- C36A142L139
Condenser- 24SCA536W003

All labor to be prevailing wage
Sales Tax payable 0.00

_____________________________________
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